
CALL ON YOUR SCHOOL BOARD TO REJECT 
GUNS IN SCHOOLS

HOW TO TAKE ACTION LOCALLY!



Gun lobby backed politicians have aggressive plans to bring guns into the classroom by arming teachers. This toolkit 
has been created by a group of student activists who successfully stood up to the issue in their community. The 
following includes strategy and tactics that you can use to stand up for school safety to your local school board.

This toolkit was based on a successful resolution passed in Hillsborough County, Florida, in response to Florida Senate 
Bill 7030.  Florida law currently allows individual sheriffs the decision as to whether or not the schools in the county over 
which he/she presides will participate in the “guardian program.”  This program places armed security personnel in 
schools.  Sheriffs are responsible for choosing the “guardians,” though they are currently not allowed to consider anyone 
for a guardian position who exclusively performs classroom duties as teachers.  

Florida Senate Bill 7030, if passed, would remove this exclusion, and allow teachers to be chosen as “guardians” and 
armed.  Furthermore, the bill would also allow local school boards the ability to override a sheriff’s decision against 
participating in the guardian program, and would allow the county’s superintendent to choose which individuals should 
be armed.

The Hillsborough County Sheriff has thankfully spoken out against arming teachers and the school board had also 
spoken out against the idea last spring.  Since that time though, new members were elected to the school board.  With 
Florida Senate Bill 7030 pending in the legislature, Team ENOUGH Tampa wanted reassurance that even if it passes, 
our local school board would not be overriding the sheriff’s decision.   We encourage every student who is facing this 
issue in their community to speak up and be heard!  

BACKGROUND



ACTION STEPS

Write the resolution.  It is important to keep this as simple and succinct as possible.  Instead of naming specific 
bills pending in your state’s legislature, it is better to describe the act you wish the school board to take (ie, 
rejecting the arming of teachers within your county).  On the next page of this toolkit is a copy of the resolution 
we used in Hillsborough County, Florida.

Do your research and reach out to a school board member who you believe will be able to facilitate your efforts.  
We found phone calls to be most effective.  Our school board “ally” was helpful in getting our resolution to the 
school district’s attorney for review before the meeting took place.  This helped to ensure that there were no 
legal issues preventing the board from signing off on the resolution.  

Our school board member “ally” also helped to get us on the agenda; our board needed a week’s notice to 
schedule an actual signing of a resolution.

Once we were on the agenda for the school board meeting, we wrote the press release (see link) and sent to 
local media contacts.

Often times, building a diverse coalition of students, parents, and teachers can increase your chances of being 
listened to by your local school board. By including the voices of educators, parents, and students, alike, the 
school board must consider the perspective of different constituencies in schools. In Tampa, we brought four 
students and one adult to the table, but be flexible and reach out to your local community to find a diverse set 
of people with different backgrounds to provide statements.

We talked over the students’ written statements and read over to make sure we were all communicating the 
same message. Essentially, we decided the most impactful statements would include your own personal 
feelings (and that of friends), some real stories/incidents in the news of how guns on school grounds present 
more dangers than safety, and then concluding with a desire for more effective solutions. To find facts and 
figures to include in your statements, check out https://www.bradyunited.org/resources or https://www.
teamenough.org/gun-violence-statistics.

 We showed up at the meeting, spoke during the public comments portion and then waited for our resolution 
to be called during the actual meeting.

Our outcome was successful.  Each school board member thankfully signed off on our resolution.  It’s important 
to remember though, that this endeavor may or may not end as well in other municipalities across the country.  
Even if you leave with a resolution bearing no signatures in your hand, you need to know and feel proud that 
you are part of a national movement that is putting a spotlight back on the students, back on the teachers, 
back on those who this policy truly affects.  These are local struggles, some of which may be lost, but we must 
continue to have our voices heard in our communities.  And we will ultimately prevail to further prevent gun 
violence.    

If you plan on using this toolkit, please reach out to our organizing team at jthomas@bradyunited.org or 
kisashapiro@gmail.com. We are happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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SAMPLE RESOLUTION 
REGARDING ARMING TEACHERS IN SCHOOLS

WHEREAS the Florida legislature has recommended arming public school teachers throughout the state of Florida to 
help ensure the safety of the children who attend said public schools. 
RESOLVED  that we, members of the school board of Hillsborough County, Florida, do hereby reject any and all 
proposals to arm the teachers employed by the School District of Hillsborough County.

Signed, on this _____ day of __________, YEAR,
School Board Signers

SAMPLE MEDIA ALERT

WHAT The local chapter of Team ENOUGH (the youth arm of Brady) will be addressing the Hillsborough County School 
Board on February 19, 2019 and presenting the board members with a written resolution reaffirming the board’s position 
against arming teachers in the public school system. It is our wish that every school board member signs the document. 

WHEN Tuesday, February 19, 2019 3:30 PM 

WHERE School Board of Hillsborough County 901 E. Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, FL 33602 

WHO Team ENOUGH

WHY The recent passage of Senate Bill 7030 through the Florida Senate Education Committee suggests that the Florida 
Legislature is intent on allowing school boards in the state of Florida to decide whether or not teachers in their district 
should be armed. The Florida PTA has come out against this. Parents from across the state have spoken out against this. 
And above all, the students who this policy would directly affect have spoken out against it. To ease the minds of con-
cerned teachers, parents, and students across Hillsborough County, we ask that our written resolution be signed by all 
members of the Hillsborough County School Board, reaffirming their stance against arming teachers and putting guns 
into classrooms. 

INTERVIEW & MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES 
Student Representative I Leader, Team ENOUGH Tampa Branch
Adult Representative I Co-Chair, Brady United Against Gun Violence for Florida’s 14th Congressional District, Team 
ENOUGH advisor. 

MEDIA CONTACT 
For media inquiries, please contact  ______________ at (xxx) xxx-xxxx

DONATE OR PARTICIPATE  
teamenough.org 

School Board Meeting 2/19/19



EXAMPLES OF STUDENTS’ WRITTEN STATEMENTS

1 Hi my name is Jane and I am a senior in high school. My entire life one thing I have always known is school 
shootings.  When I was just twelve years old the tragedy at Sandy Hook happened. This is one of my earliest 
memories of gun violence at schools, however this experience would be far from my last.  I cannot even begin 
to name every school shooting that occured after, but needless to say I began to become numb to the senseless 
violence happening in our schools. However roughly this time last year things became too real, I was in seventh 
period science when I got the notification that there was an active shooter in a Florida school. As my classmates 
went to view to article some of them began to become even more upset, revealing that some of their good 
friends went to. We didn’t know what to do, there was nothing we could do we were across the state while a 
school full of kids were in an active shooter situation. This sense of helplessness only increased as we found 
that seventeen kids had been mercilessly killed while attending school. This helplessness turned to action on all 
sides, and while many people turned to activism and gun violence prevention efforts, some of these ideas have 
been productive than others however none are more counter-productive than the concept of arming teachers. 

Teachers are meant to educate, they are not meant to be armed. I understand what drives people to want 
to do this. The idea that a good guy with a guy can stop a bad guy with a gun is incredibly prevalent in our 
society. However teachers do not need this burden placed on them, and when it is it can have detrimental 
consequences for students. The normalization of guns in schools is dangerous, we can begin to forget the 
danger that guns can pose. Guns can be used responsibly but having them with our teachers is not what we as 
students need. Teach us to learn, not to be in fear of a gun in classrooms. We are already a generation that has 
grown up seeing school shootings on TV, please don’t make us see guns in our everyday lives. This is our future, 
please help us make it a bright one.

Hi, my name is Sarah and I am a sophomore at Hillsborough High School. As a member of Team ENOUGH and 
as the founder and leader of Students Demand Action at Hillsborough High School, it has been my mission for 
the past year to help prevent gun violence in our community. One of the most pressing matters I have been 
focused on is the issue of arming teachers. When the Senate Education Committee voted to pass Senate Bill 
7030 last Tuesday to expand the Guardian program, my friends and I were shocked and fearful for not only 
ourselves, but also for the safety of students across Florida. Every student I spoke with the following day felt 
scared about the prospect of having teachers in our school have possession of a firearm in the classroom. One 
teacher in particular even had previously stated that she wants to shoot the students who are tardy to class. 
Giving teachers access to guns creates potential risks that can’t be avoided, even by trained officers. 
For example, in California, a teacher who is also a reserve police officer trained to use a gun accidentally 
discharged a firearm at the ceiling, injuring a student in the neck with the bullet fragments. In another instance 
in Minnesota, a third grader accidentally fired a school police officer’s gun that was attached to his holster. If 
individuals who have been trained for their careers to use guns safely can still make mistakes, armed teachers 
can cause potentially fatal errors to occur. In the chaos of an active shooter on campus, how can we assume that 
if a teacher fires a gun, they will have the correct aim? In the event of a violent fight at school, how can we be 
sure that a teacher won’t resort to the drastic measure of interference by firearm to deescalate the situation? 
How can we ensure that a teacher won’t be careless enough to leave their gun unattended and accessible to 
students? 

We don’t know the answers to these questions, and that is why it is crucial for us to not arm teachers in 
Hillsborough County schools. Giving teachers firearms is not an effective measure prevent gun violence, as it 
causes more harm than good. Signing the resolution before you today to declare that you will not be arming 
teachers is a great step toward making our schools safer. Of course, there is much more work to be done in the 
fight against gun violence, but this small action will make a huge difference in the safety of Hillsborough County 
students now and for many years to come. Thank you for your time and for your commitment to our safety. 

My name is Gloria and I am a senior at Robinson High School. I am also a member of Team ENOUGH and Co-
Lead of March for Our Lives Tampa, dedicated to decreasing rates of gun violence in the Tampa Bay community. 
But, I don’t want to stand up here and talk about myself. Instead, I want to tell you about one of my closest 
friends: Zack. He is one of the hardest working students I know. As the head of March for Our Lives Jacksonville, 
he juggles school, work, his lung cancer treatments and, of course, activism. On March 6, 2012, Zack got up 
early and went to school, just like every other day. But this day was different. 
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Just after 1:30 p.m. at the Episcopal School of Jacksonville, shots rang out. Zack was hiding in a classroom for 
over three hours, refreshing his phone for updated news headlines to see what was happening. That’s how he 
found out his headmaster had been shot and killed. The culprit? Zack’s Spanish teacher. He had been fired that 
morning, and in retaliation, came back on campus with a guitar case. Inside was an AK-47 and over 100 rounds 
of ammo. 
Yet, this story isn’t anything special. I can recount over a dozen of instances in which teachers have utilized 
weapons on campus to harm either themselves or others. Yet here I am, declaring that arming teachers would 
not alleviate danger on campus, but only worsen it. 

I have the utmost respect for my teachers. I continue to be amazed at the time, effort, additional funds and 
creativity that goes into this occupation. My journalism teacher, Ms. Oben, will stay on campus until 10 or 11 
p.m. with us several times a year to ensure that we meet our newspaper and yearbook deadlines. My economics 
teacher, Ms. Mousseau, makes sure that we meet up outside of school hours at least once a week to work on 
econ because she wants me to achieve the highest score I can on my IB exam. 

I have the most thoughtful, hardworking teachers. And I am incredibly appreciative of that. But Ms. Oben and 
Ms. Mousseau certainly do not need firearms. And I can promise you they don’t want them either. Teachers are 
here to teach, not act as our personal security guards and police officers; it is not right for us to add more to the 
teacher’s job description. The Hillsborough County Public Schools system is fortunate in that we have School 
Resource Officers on campus. We have security. Adding teachers with firearms will only cause more problems. 

I am so thankful for the school board’s verbal affirmation against arming teachers in schools. But I am a firm 
believer that actions speak louder than words. And with the state’s current decisions in arming teachers, it is 
pertinent that the Hillsborough county confirms, in writing, its stance against arming teachers. 

By signing this resolution, you are not just standing up for me or Zack, but for Ms. Oben, Ms. Mousseau and the 
countless parents, teachers and students in Hillsborough County who believe that a teacher’s job is to ensure 
that our youth receives the education it needs to succeed in the future. And that should be their sole focus. 
Thank you.



EXAMPLES OF ADVISOR’S/PARENT’S WRITTEN STATEMENTS

Good afternoon.  

My name is Kisa and I am the mother of two elementary students in the Hillsborough County Public School System.  I am 
also the advisor of our local branch of Team ENOUGH, which is the youth arm of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence.

I am here today to speak on behalf of the numerous parents and teachers who have reached out to me to express their 
fear and quite frankly, disgust, with many members of the Florida legislature, and their intent on allowing teachers to be 
armed in our children’s classrooms.  

Our society is flooded with firearms, and our country is plagued with gun violence.  The daily headlines tell of mass 
shootings, homicides, and soaring crime rates.  The constant barrage of these stories stoke fear in the public’s eye.  This 
fear coupled with the deep love we have for our children and our duty to protect them, causes a knee jerk reaction in 
many to take whatever means necessary to keep our own loved ones safe from harm.  Having a firearm close by, many 
believe, will get the job done. 

Sadly though, statistics tell a different story.  Adding more guns into the mix and into our schools offers nothing more 
than a false sense of security.  There have been dozens of documented reports of the unintended consequences of 
firearms being introduced onto school campuses across the nation.  Guns are fired by mistake, guns are fired by curious 
or unruly students, guns have even been erroneously left unattended for children to find.  

Arming teachers in Hillsborough County would undoubtedly add to these statistics.  Introducing a gun into a classroom 
would create a risk of a child accessing said gun.  There would be a risk of accidental discharge.  And there would be a 
risk of a misperceived threat by the teacher in charge of the gun.  Arming teachers and creating such risks would, in turn, 
DECREASE the safety in our schools.  

The kids from Team ENOUGH who have spoken today have created a written resolution and ask that each member of 
the school board sign it, reconfirming the stance against arming teachers in Hillsborough County that was verbally put 
forth by the school board last spring.  We are all so appreciative for you taking the time to listen to us today and putting 
our children and their safety first. Thank you.  


